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Executive Summary
The Juvenile Court Trial Unit prosecutes juvenile crimes ranging from misdemeanors to homicides. It has three primary
functions: delinquency: prosecuting juveniles who have committed criminal offenses; dependency: litigating child
protection cases in Juvenile Court; Termination of Parental Rights: litigating cases where the abuse or neglect of a child
has reached such a level that effort must be made to free the child for adoption.

Program Description
The Delinquency function involves the prosecution of juveniles who have committed non-Ballot Measure 11 crimes.  This
includes cases ranging from misdemeanors to felonies to homicides. The unit works closely with the Department of
Juvenile Community Justice (DCJ) in developing appropriate sanctions aimed at accountability, community protection
and reformation.
The dependency function involves working closely with the State Department of Human Services (DHS) and other
agencies to protect children who come to the attention of authorities as a result of abuse or neglect.  Deputy District
Attorneys are responsible for litigating child protection cases (dependency cases) in Juvenile Court and for working with
DHS and other agencies and partners to fashion plans which will provide protection for the child and opportunities for the
parents to mitigate the dangers which brought the child to the attention of the court in the first place.  
All efforts are made to keep the family unit it tact however when those efforts are exhausted the Termination of Parental
Rights section, works in close collaboration with the State Department of Human Services to free these children for
adoption.
Services provided to law enforcement, juvenile courts, DCJ and DHS include filing petitions for delinquency, dependency
or termination of parental rights, meeting with victims and witnesses, seeking restitution on behalf of victims, coordinating
with juvenile court counselors, DCJ and DHS and trying cases in court.

Program Justification
The Juvenile Trial unit is the gatekeeper to the juvenile justice system. The program works in close collaboration with
local law enforcement and the Department of Community Justice in prosecuting and holding accountable, high, medium
and low level youth offenders.
The program also keeps our most vulnerable population safe by intervening early when children are at risk, collaborating
with others to alleviate that risk and working to free abused and neglected children for adoption by stable families when
reunification efforts are exhausted.

Performance Measures
The performance measures for this program will be a statistical tracking of the number of Delinquency and Dependency
hearings and the number of children freed for adoption during the calendar year.

Summary of last year's program results and this year's expected results
During the calendar year 2004 the program had 1,033 Delinquency hearings and 2,565 Dependency hearings. There is
no reliable data available to compare these numbers to previous years.
The number of children freed for adoption in 2004 was 138.
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Program Mandate: 2	Mandated Program with Funding/Service Level Choice
Juvenile Trial Court/Termination of Parental Rights:  8.685 Assisting juvenile court; right to appear. (1) The district
attorney shall, upon request of the juvenile court, appear in the juvenile court to assist the court in any matter within its
jurisdiction.
	(2) In counties having a population of more than 150,000, according to the latest federal decennial census, the district
attorney shall designate a deputy to assist the juvenile court as provided in subsection (1) of this section.
	(3) The district attorney is entitled to appear on behalf of the state in the juvenile court in any matter within the jurisdiction
of the court. [1959 c.432 §63 (enacted in lieu of 8.750); 1991 c.681 §4]

Revenue/Expense Detail

Proposed General

Fund

Proposed Other

Funds

Proposed General

Fund

Proposed Other

Funds

Program Expenses 2005 2005 2006 2006

Personnel $741,109 $881,684 $920,098 $909,252

Contracts $19,994 $27,500 $16,000 $27,500

Materials & Supplies $27,056 $0 $27,705 $0

Internal Services $237,439 $3,405 $252,465 $6,017

Subtotal: Direct Exps: $1,025,598 $912,589 $1,216,268 $942,769

Administration $0 $0 $102,275 $0

Program Support $0 $0 $306,830 $0

Subtotal: Other Exps: $0 $0 $409,105 $0

Total GF/non-GF: $1,025,598 $912,589 $1,625,373 $942,769

Program Total: $1,938,187 $2,568,142

Program FTE 0.00 0.00 11.04 8.96

Program Revenues

Indirect for dep't Admin $3,207 $0 $3,532 $0

Intergovernmental $0 $912,589 $0 $942,769

Program Revenue for
Admin

$0 $0 $0 $0

Total Revenue: $3,207 $912,589 $3,532 $942,769

Explanation of Revenues
This program includes state revenue from a bi-annual contract with the State Department of Human Services for
termination of parental rights.

Significant Program Changes
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